SPEECH TOPICS

This year, we are offering more choice for you as you embark upon your speech-making unit. You may choose one of the following forms:

· Formal essay (traditional prepared speech)

· Rant

· Personal narrative

· Song

All work must be original (i.e. written by you).

Students who wish to be considered for the school and external competitions must write either a formal essay or a rant. 


Select a topic from the list of topics outlined for you and prepare a written essay that you will use for your oral presentation, which should be between three and five minutes in length. This assignment will have two marks – one written process piece (writing and representing outcomes) and one oral presentation (speaking and listening outcomes). 


Your oral presentation will be evaluated based on your delivery and the speech material. Your English Language Arts teacher will inform you of the specific details in class.


The written essay upon which your oral speech is based will be graded according to content, clarity, organization, sentenced fluency/ sentence structure, vocabulary, writing conventions (mechanics), and voice. Students completing research to assist with their topic must cite properly (both in-text and in a bibliography) the sources used.
Formal Speech and/or Rant Topics:


If you think of a topic that is not on this list, please confer with your teacher for approval to write and talk about that topic.

1.) The Cell Phone: Friend or Foe?
2.) Is There a Place for Smartphones in the Classroom?

3.) My First (Final, etc) Year in Junior High

4.) Acceptance and Tolerance

5.) The Importance of Physical Education (Physical Health, etc)

6.) Should We Censor Music Lyrics?

7.) Violence in Sports

8.) The Value of Learning a Second Language

9.) Skate Parks Must Be Respected By Everyone

10.) Social Media Promotes ___________

11.) Distracted Driving

12.) Lowering the Driving Age

13.) Disabled Athletes 

14.) Skilled Trades

15.) The Power of Positive Thinking

16.) A Moment of Realization and Growing Up

17.) Improving the Quality of Life for Citizens of Mount Pearl (Canada, etc.)
18.) Slow Down, We’re Going Too Fast

19.) My Country, Canada

20.) My Dream of Peace

21.) My Hopes and Dreams

22.) Adolescence and Growing Up

23.) Bias: The Dangers of Stereotyping

24.) Ordinary Heroes

25.) My Friends, My Lifeline

26.) How Sports (or a Part-Time Job) Builds Character & Teaches Values

27.) The Joy in Simple Things

28.) If I Were a World Famous…

29.) The Importance of Laughter

30.) Newfoundland and Labrador: Our Great Heritage

31.) Peer Pressure: The Negative and Positive Aspects

32.) An Alien’s First Impression of Planet Earth

33.) The Use of Imagination

34.) Is Anybody Listening?

35.) Too Much, Too Soon?

36.) Dental Appointments
37.) How to Win with Parents (or Teachers)

38.) The Media: Manipulators or Truth-Tellers?

39.) The Best Movie (Book, CD, DVD, Game, etc.) I Have Experienced This Year

40.) Success: What is It and How to Achieve It

41.) My Number One Priority

42.) The Influence of Sports (Friends, Family, etc.) on My Life

43.) Rights and Responsibilities of Teenagers

44.)  Bullying Must Be Stopped
45.) Empowerment: Taking Control of Our Lives

46.) Global Warming: What Can I (We) Do?

47.) Child Soldiers

48.) The Value of Learning a Second Language 

49.) Muskrat Falls

50.) Book Censorship

51.) Traditional Books Versus E-Books
52.) Can Celebrities Change the World?

53.) Reality Television?

54.) Real Beauty

55.) Veterans in Canada

56.) Global Citizenship

57.) Canada’s Oil Sands

58.) Confederation: Did We Make the Right Decision?

59.) Drones: Right or Wrong?

60.) A Day in the Life of a …..(Binder, Pencil, iPod, etc.) 

61.) Other____________________(To be approved by your teacher)

Personal narrative and/or Poetry Prompts:


If you think of a topic that is not on this list, please confer with your teacher for approval to write and talk about that topic.

1.) The best gift I’ve ever received

2.) My most treasured possession

3.) The objects that tell the story of my life

4.) A life lesson taught to me by my -------

5.) Overcoming personal challenges

6.) Encountering obstacles

7.) My role model

8.) A message to my future self

9.) The importance of being myself

10.) Change is inevitable

11.) Other _______________________ (To be approved by your teacher)
NAME: _________________________________________

TOPIC: _________________________________________

TOPIC NUMBER: ____________

HOMEROOM NUMBER: ____________________

SECTION NUMBER: _______________________

LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER: ___________________________________
